
PLEASE PLAN TO JOIN US AGAIN NEXT FALL FOR THIS FUN DAY ON THE RIVER, NOW ON HORSEBACK OR FOOT!
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ANNUAL BOB FRISCH
MEMORIAL RIDE AND WALK
El Rio Reyes Conservation Trust in conjunction with the 
Reedley College Mule Club held the annual Bob Frisch
Memorial Ride and Walk on Saturday, Nov. 4 to benefit the 
mule club and the mission of El Rio Reyes’ to conserve the 
river and its lands for future generations.

Enthusiastic riders, walkers, spectators and volunteers en-
joyed this day on the Reedley College campus farm and riv-
erfront trails. The nearly perfect fall weather was a spectac-
ular backdrop to showcase the region’s natural resources 
and vibrancy of the river ecosystem and agricultural bounty. 

During the ride participants played an engaging round of 
our unique poker game with chances to win cash and prizes. 
All riders and walkers enjoyed a delicious lunch together 
under the pavilion at the Reedley College Farm at the
conclusion of the tours. During the meal guests were able
to bid on a fun array of silent auction items and get more 
cards for their poker hand. 

Our inaugural 3-mile nature walk was lead by El Rio Reyes 
Board advisor Heidi Isner, Forestry/Natural Resources
instructor Louie Long, and El Rio Reyes Board member 
Eileen Apperson. The walk featured a guided exploration of 
the Kings River habitat along the Reedley college campus. 

We were grateful to have special guests with us including 
Reedley College President Dr. Sandra Caldwell and Kathy 
Miranda, a generous supporter of El Rio Reyes, Reedley 
College and the Kings River landscape.Walkers getting ready to hit the trail

Riders prepare to break into groups before heading out
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WE WOULD LIKE TO THANK THE FOLLOWING BUSINESS DONORS FOR THEIR GENEROUS SUPPORT:

THANK YOU TO THESE INDIVIDUALS FOR THEIR DONATIONS:
Susan and Kent KinneyDavid and Susan Ward David and Anne Cehrs

Cook’s Ag Services
Crescent Midstate Arabian
Horse Assoc.
Fresno Kings Cattlewomen Assoc.
Herb Bauer Sporting Goods

Minkler Store
Rick Egger
Sanger Nursery
School House Restaurant and Tavern
Starbucks, Sanger

Hedrick’s Chevrolet
Kings River Winery
Trader Joes
Kathy Omachi
Lowes Marechal Vineyards



THERE CAN BE SIGNIFICANT ECONOMIC BENEFITS TO SELLING AN EASEMENT.

Landowners are encouraged to consult with their own tax consultants about the specifics of tax benefits applicable
to their situation.

• Can help a landowner pass land intact to the next generation. Reduce estate taxes by excluding the easement value from 
the taxable value of the estate.
• Reduce property taxes by reducing the value of the property. -If all or part of the easement value is donated, the
landowner receives income tax benefits that are now permanent – see enhanced federal tax incentive for easement
information below
• Provide an infusion of cash for farming or ranching operations.

What is the Value of an Agricultural Conservation Easement? A SIMPLE EQUATION...
• # of acres x value per acre without easement = before easement value 
• # of acres x value per acre with easement = total after easement
• Before easement value – after easement value = easement payment to landowner

TO UNDERSTAND THIS region of the San Joaquin Valley it is 
necessary to first understand the water of the Kings River.  
The river feeds this valley, making it possible to claim it as 
the most productive farming area in the world, ever.

In all, farmers now utilize 3.2 million acre feet of water from 
the Kings River annually, irrigating over one million acres 
of agricultural land and producing six million dollars worth 
of produce.  This, combined with urban use, means that 87 
percent of the King’s flow is drained.  The Kings River has 
won the distinction of being one of the largest rivers in the 
United States that is consumed so completely.

“In the vast Sierra wilderness far to the southward of the 
famous Yosemite Valley, there is a yet grander valley of the 
same kind,” wrote John Muir in his 1891 essay, “A Rival of 
the Yosemite: The Canyon of the South Fork of Kings River, 
California.”  This grander valley cradles the Kings on its 
southern journey through Kings Canyon National Park until 
it meets the Middle Fork of the river at Yucca Point at the 
meeting of the Monarch Wilderness and the Sequoia and 
Sierra National Forests.  Combined, the waters of the
Kings River travel 16 miles until the river is halted at
Pine Flat Reservoir.
 
To know the river is to appreciate the rugged canyons 
which it has formed.  Some of the southernmost glaciers in 
America feed the headwaters of these two branches.  The 
South Fork of the Kings River begins at 11,000 feet among 
glacial lakes and numerous granite peaks.  For the 42 miles 
making its way to its convergence with the Middle Fork, the 
South Fork travels along the Pacific Crest National Trail, 
also known as the John Muir Trail.  It rushes among alpine 
meadows and lakes, passing the dense forests at Cedar 
Grove.  The river swiftly crashes upon the rugged surfaces 
until reaching the park boundary, where it then acts as a 
boundary between the Sequoia and Sierra National Forests.  
Boulder-induced rapids stir the water as it disappears from 
sight traveling under the steep canyon slopes.  At 2,240 
feet the Main Stem is created.

As with the South Fork, the Middle Fork also begins at 
more than 11,000 feet above sea level, traveling through 
meadows, granite walls and over a dozen waterfalls.  In the 
most rugged of this stretch are six of these falls, making 
the river drop 320 feet a mile in one five mile long section.  
Paralleling the Middle Fork for 10.3 miles is once again the 
Pacific Crest Trail.  Once passing Tehipite Valley, what many 
consider one of the most extraordinary sights in the Sierra, 
the Middle Fork reaches the western boundary of the Kings 
Canyon National Park.  Eight rugged, and mostly inacces-
sible, miles later, the Middle Fork meets the South Fork, 
ending the Middle’s 35 mile run.

EXCERPT FROM -  PATTERN ON THE LAND: A SEARCH FOR HOME IN AN ALTERED 
LANDSCAPE BY EILEEN APPERSON, EL RIO REYES BOARD MEMBER

PROTECTING THE LAND
AND A WAY OF LIFE

SELLING AN EASEMENT:  

DONATING AN EASEMENT:

Want to Learn More: Contact El Rio Reyes Conservation Trust to discuss your interest in
land conservation and explore your options. Call Kent: (559) 355-7983 or Erin: (559) 553-2903

or email e.davis@elrioreyestrust.org

“To know the river is to appreciate the rugged canyons 
which it has formed. “

The North Fork, which does not meet the waters of the
Middle and South Forks until the short section between 
Rodgers Crossing and Pine Flat Reservoir, does not have 
so free a rein.  On its equally long, and once picturesque, 
course it is halted by two dams plus numerous penstocks 
and tunnels.

The Main Stem of the Kings River then runs for 159 miles 
in its long stretch from the canyons of the Sierra to the 
parched San Joaquin Valley.

A naturally arid land, the San Joaquin Valley uses the waters 
of eight rivers flowing from the Sierra, from Stockton to 
Bakersfield.  The Kings, however, was and continues to be 
the greatest supplier of water.   It was in the early stages 
of agricultural production in this region that the necessity 
of controlling the river began.  As Charles Kaupke, a former 
Water Master for the Kings River Water Association, wrote in 
Forty Years on the Kings River, “What the valley needed was 
men with vision and courage, and got them.  These men put 
water to work.”  

In 1954, nearly twenty years after President Roosevelt 
signed the Central Valley Water Project, Pine Flat Reservoir 
was completed by the Army Corps of Engineers for irrigation, 
flood control, and to allow farming in the heart of Tulare 
Lake Basin.  It is California’s eleventh largest impoundment 
out of 1,300 major reservoirs.  As it turns out, the Kings is 
one of the most extensively developed hydroelectric systems 
in the country.  Pacific Gas and Electric’s network of
reservoirs, tunnels, penstocks, and powerhouses will
the water three times as it drops 7,000 feet in 20 miles.

ENHANCED FEDERAL TAX INCENTIVE FOR CONSERVATION EASEMENT DONATIONS
In 2015, Congress enacted one of the most powerful conservation measures in decades: the enhanced federal tax incentive 
for conservation easement donations.

If you own land with important natural, agricultural or historic resources, donating a conservation easement can be a 
prudent way to both save the land you love forever and to realize significant federal tax savings. The permanent incentive 
increases the benefits to landowners by:

• Raising the deduction a donor can take for donating a conservation easement to 50%, from 30%, of his or her
annual income;
• Extending the carry-forward period for a donor to take a tax deduction for a conservation agreement to 15 years
from 5 years; and
• Allowing qualifying farmers and ranchers to deduct up to 100% of their income, increased from 50%.
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El Rio Reyes Conservation Trust is currently working with 
three landowners to protect over 500 acres of farmland and 
riparian habitat along the Kings River using the tool of
agricultural conservation easements. These landowners, 
and others we are engaged with, are keenly focused on 
keeping their land in farming and ensuring the native
habitat along the river is stewarded as a resource for us all. 

Agricultural conservation easements have been a successful 
tool for 1000s of landowners across the country since the 
1970s. In California alone there are over 200 land trusts 
using the tool of conservation easements to fulfill
landowners’ conservation goals. Here in Fresno County, 
landowners are recognizing the benefits to their property, 
businesses and families and reaching out to land trusts,
like us, for help in pursuing land conservation.  

An agricultural conservation easement helps protect
farming as a way of life for you, your children, and for all 
those who love the land and depend on its bounty. It’s a 
sensible farm planning tool that is good for your business 
and good for the heart. Agricultural conservation easements 
are voluntary, you remain the property owner, and the 
nonprofit land trust or government agency that purchases 
the easement is responsible for ensuring that continuing 
land uses are consistent with the easement terms. (An 
easement can be purchased or donated).

“In California alone there are over 200 land 
trusts using the tool of conservation easements 
to fulfill landowners’ conservation goals.”


